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Sample Media Outreach
Sample Media Advisory 
If you organize an event (e.g. school walk out, school sit-in, rally, or march), consider sending a media advisory to local news outlets. 
 [INSERT DATE]
Contact: [INSERT YOUR NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION]
SAMPLE TITLE: [NAME OF YOUR ORGANIZATION] ORGANIZES SCHOOL WALK OUT IN SUPPORT OF FEDERAL PROTECTIONS FOR STUDENTS OF COLOR 

 [INSERT LOCATION – EVENT DATE, TIME], [INSERT NAME OF YOUR ORGANIZATION], will hold a [INSERT ACTION (E.G. SCHOOL WALK OUT, RALLY, MARCH, ETC.)] to urge the U.S. Department of Education to maintain critical guidance that helps schools and districts protect students’ rights and discipline without discriminating against students of color. 
On January 8, 2014, the U.S. Department of Education and the U.S. Department of Justice jointly released a school discipline guidance package (https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201401-title-vi.html). The materials included were intended to assist states, districts, and schools with developing policies and practices to meet existing federal civil rights laws and to promote positive school environments.
In November, 2017, officials at the U.S. Department of Education met with a group calling for the elimination of the guidance. The Department has already withdrawn guidance clarifying protections for transgender students and survivors of sexual assault on college campuses. Secretary DeVos must maintain this important resource, which helps support schools and districts to protect the rights of vulnerable students.
WHAT: [INSERT YOUR ACTION]
WHEN: [INSERT DATE AND TIME OF ACTION]
WHERE: [INSERT LOCATION OF ACTION]

WHO: [INSERT ORGANIZERS’ NAMES] 
Sample Email Text to Local Media 
If you send a letter to the U.S. Department of Education to urge them to maintain the guidance (see Sample Letter to the U.S. Department of Education), consider sharing your letter with local media. The more allies you get to sign on to your letter, the more impact it will have. You will also be more likely to get media coverage if you are able to show there is strong support for the guidance from a diverse group of stakeholders (e.g. parents, students, educators, and community groups) in your community.

Dear [INSERT NAME OF MEDIA CONTACT]:
I wanted to be sure you were aware that we have sent a letter to the U.S. Department of Education on behalf of [INCLUDE THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS, PARENTS, EDUCATORS, AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS THAT HAVE SIGNED ON OR LIST THE NAMES OF THE ORGANIZATIONS], to urge the Department to maintain critical guidance that helps schools and districts protect students’ rights and discipline without discriminating against students of color. 
In 2014, the U.S. Department of Justice and the Department of Education jointly released a school discipline guidance package to assist states, districts, and schools with developing policies and practices to meet existing federal civil rights laws and to promote positive school environments (https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201401-title-vi.html). 
In November, officials at the U.S. Department of Education met with a group calling for the elimination of the guidance. The Department has already withdrawn guidance clarifying protections for transgender students and survivors of sexual assault on college campuses. In our letter, we urge the Department to maintain this important resource, which helps support schools and districts to protect the rights of vulnerable students. Given your education coverage for [INSERT NEWS OUTLET], I thought this might be of great interest. The full letter is attached. 

Please contact me if you have any additional questions. 

Sincerely,

[INSERT NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION]

