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DIGNITY IN SCHOOLS



Social Media Toolkit

Key Messages:

· Schools and districts are working hard to reform school discipline, but they need support. 
· Schools don't have to choose between keeping students safe and keeping them in school. They can and must do both.  

· Excluding students from class will not make schools safer. The best way to address student misbehavior is prevention, not suspension.

· Implicit bias exists and influences school discipline. Let’s help educators and administrators address it.

Hashtags

· The following hashtag should be used for this messaging:

· #RethinkDiscipline

· Consider adding more general education hashtags to increase visibility

· #EdEquity; #edchat; #k12; #PTchat
Sample Tweets:
· Repealing the federal school discipline guidance will not stop school violence, but it will likely lead to thousands more students of color unnecessarily ushered into the school-to-prison pipeline. The Trump administration must maintain this critical resource. #RethinkDiscipline

· Students can’t learn if they’re not in school. We know that students who are suspended or expelled are more likely to repeat a grade, drop out of school, or become involved in the juvenile justice system. #RethinkDiscipline

· Implicit bias influences how school staff and police officers impose discipline. @usedgov must continue to help schools address bias so all children can succeed in a safe learning environment. #RethinkDiscipline
· School exclusion will not make schools safer. Our best response to student behavior is prevention, not suspension. #RethinkDiscipline
· According to @usedgov, Black K-12 students are 3.8 times more likely to receive an out-of-school suspension than white students. Students of color don’t misbehave more than their peers & shouldn’t be punished more either. #RethinkDiscipline

· Students of color do not misbehave more than their white peers. Yet, they are often disproportionately disciplined for minor, subjective offenses. We must address bias in schools and keep students of color in class. #RethinkDiscipline http://www.indiana.edu/~atlantic/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/African-American-Differential-Behavior_031214.pdf      
How to Post Videos to Twitter:

· We encourage students, parents, teachers, and advocates to record and tweet a short video (no longer than 2 minutes 20 seconds) on their phone either discussing a personal experience with unfair school discipline practices and/or addressing why they think the Department of Education should support schools in addressing racial disparities in school discipline by maintaining the 2014 federal school discipline guidance.  
· Follow the instructions below that best corresponds with the technology you have.
· To record a video for a Tweet on iPhone

· Tap the Tweet icon [image: image11.png]LDF
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 then tap the photo icon [image: image2.png]



· Tap the video icon [image: image3.png]


 to access video mode.

· Record a video by holding down the record icon [image: image4.jpg]


 To add more to your video, simply press and hold again. 

· Note: You can record up to 2 minutes and 20 seconds of video.

· Deleting or editing a part of the video before Tweeting: You can drag up a particular video clip to delete a part of video before Tweeting it. You can also change the order of video clips by dragging and moving sideways.

· When you are done recording your video, tap Done. 

· Tip: Preview your video before Tweeting it by tapping the play button. This also allows you to make additional edits to your video before sharing.

· Tap Tweet to share your message and video. 

· To record a video for a Tweet on Android

· Tap the Tweet icon [image: image5.png]


 then tap the photo icon [image: image6.png]



· Tap the video icon[image: image7.png]


 to access video mode. 

· Record a video by holding down the record icon [image: image8.png]


 To add more to your video, simply press and hold again. 

· Note: You can record up to 2 minutes and 20 seconds of video.

· Deleting or editing a part of the video before Tweeting: 

· You can drag up a particular video clip to delete a part of video before Tweeting it. You can also change the order of video clips by dragging and moving sideways.

· When you are done recording your video, tap Done. 

· Tip: Preview your video before Tweeting it by tapping the play button. This also allows you to make additional edits to your video before sharing.

· Tap Tweet to share your message and video. 

· Note: To remove the video before Tweeting, tap the x on the video thumbnail. To Tweet an imported video from your iPhone or iPad

· Tap the Tweet icon [image: image9.png]



· Find the video you’d like to Tweet and tap to select it.

· You can trim the length of your selected video by dragging either side of the bar at the bottom. 

· Note: Maximum video length is 2 minutes and 20 seconds.

· Tap Trim to finish your edits. 

· Tip: You can preview your video by tapping the play button before Tweeting it. This also allows you to make additional edits to your video before sharing.

· Tap Tweet to share your message and video.

· To upload and Tweet a video via the web

· Click the Tweet button.

· Click Add media.

· Choose a video file stored on your computer and click Open. 

· Note: You’ll be prompted if the selected video is not in a supported format. Maximum file size is 512MB. See here for more details about formats.

· In the Edit window, you can trim the length of your selected video between 1 second and 2 minutes and 20 seconds. 

· Note: Maximum video length is 2 minutes and 20 seconds.

· Click Done when you’re finished with your edits; click Tweet to share your Tweet and video.
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