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WEEK OF ACTION
To Protect 

Federal School Discipline Guidance

March 16th through March 22nd, 2018
The Dignity in Schools Campaign (DSC) is a national coalition of over 100 organizations in 29 states dedicated to dismantling the school-to-prison pipeline. DSC fights for the human right of every young person to a quality education and to be treated with dignity. 
We’re asking parents, students, and other community advocates to join us in the fight to maintain the federal school discipline guidance, which is a critical tool that can help schools and districts reduce the use of practices that push students out of school (e.g. suspensions and expulsions) and prevent them from disciplining in ways that discriminate against students of color. (See Federal School Discipline Guidance One-Pager for more information.)
You can help support this effort by organizing one or more activities in your community to raise awareness of the need for these important protections for students of color during the week of Friday, March 16nd through Thursday, March 22nd. Below is a list of sample actions to consider: 
· Organize a Twitterstorm 

· Decide on a date and time for the Twitterstorm (one hour is a good length of time).
· Email allies in advance to ask them to participate in the Twitterstorm; include key messages, hashtags, and sample tweets that everyone can use (see Social Media Toolkit).
· Plan a Student/Educator Action 
· Work with students at your local school to organize a school walkout, school sit-in, rally, or march; ask trusted teachers and other school staff and administrators to join these efforts.
· You can contact a DSC member who supports your region if you would like help with organizing a local action (see Contact Information for DSC Federal Liaisons). 

· Announce your actions on Twitter (see Social Media Toolkit). 
· Send a Letter expressing support for the guidance 

· Send a letter to the U.S. Department of Education asking them to maintain the school discipline guidance (see Sample Letter to the U.S. Department of Education). 

· Ask allies (students, parents, educators, advocates, and local officials) to sign onto the letter. 
· Leverage existing events
· Ask to present or speak about the guidance at local events that have already been scheduled (use the Federal School Discipline Guidance One-Pager for handouts and/or talking points). 
· Use this as an opportunity to ask participants to sign on to a letter, participate in an action, etc. 

· Facilitate a discussion or meeting with community members  

· Educate others in your community about the guidance and what they can do to protect this important resource by coordinating a local convening, webinar, or conference call (see Sample Slide Deck).  

· Encourage participants to sign-on to a letter and/or participate in an upcoming action. 
· Write an op-ed or letter to the editor in support of the guidance  
· Explain why the U.S. Department of Education should maintain the guidance. Share a personal story of how you or a student you care about has been impacted by school discipline practices that discriminate against students of color (see Sample Op-Ed and Sample Media Outreach).
· You could ask a local community organization or other ally to co-author the piece with you.  

